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Acknowledgement Of Country



Where we are from…  

Where are 
we located
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“...we seek to bring healing and restore trust. We commit to 
the Uluru Statement of the Heart: to work “for a fair and 

truthful relationship with the people of Australia and a better 
future for our children based on justice and 

self-determination…” 
- Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen 
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The Totem Project
Origins

Increase in population 
Sustainability

Garden project 
Planning

Elder - Bluetongues
Experience 

Increase in food source 
Results
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Individual - Wirambi

Totems 
The importance

Family/bloodline - BarruginClan - BurraNation - Warali Wali 

- Each person has 4 totems
- Creates balance 
- Connection to land 
- Lifetime responsibility  
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For school communities to:

● gain a deeper understanding of Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander peoples’ 
connection to country and identity

● connect to their local area and environment focusing on sustainability

● engage with and be challenged to dive deeper than one 
off events and embed Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander 
culture and perspective into everyday learning and the 
broader community. 

The Totem Project
Why?
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“To think about culturally responsive 
educational systems requires looking 

at the processes, decision and 
communication paths that are used to 
make and sustain changed practice.” 

                                               (Beyer, 1996)

The Totem Project
Why?
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The Totem Project
Barrugin

- Dickson, 2020

“Learning ethics from an echidna is not 
something reserved just for me, 

or just for other Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. 

Indigenous knowledges, like the Yarn about 
ethics and the echidna, are very present and 
available to our wider research community, 
they just need to be listened to, and valued, 

as a source of Indigenous knowledge.” 

Behaviour and Wellbeing Team: Protection of self, tread lightly, do no harm, 
look around & share
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Monotreme - egg laying mammal
Hard, rigid snout used as a snorkel or to break open logs & termite 
mounds.     

Unique & Adaptable

They burrow into the soil, hide under vegetation, shelter in hollow logs, 
and rock crevices. They make changes to their environment for food & 
shelter.

Transformative

Echidnas are solitary, wanderers: they have large territories that 
overlap but are not territorial towards others.

Actively Searching - Inquisitive

Echidnas have a unique defence mechanism, they can roll into a spiky 
ball or dig quickly into the ground so a predator can’t penetrate their 
sharp quills. 

Resilient

Echidnas have a sensitive snout and keen sense of smell. They also have 
electroreceptors, this allows echidnas to “see” beyond surface level. 

Looking Beyond Behaviour 

This is Barrugin
 The echidna tells a story

Just like the echidna, 
our students have 

flight & freeze survival 
responses
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Finding Barrugin
 The echidna tells a story

Handprints 
Meeting circle

Barrugin’s Tracks 

Backwards feet 

Water 
Moves objects 
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Identity
- Totem project 
- Murama - Youth  Summit
- SEL programs  

Data for Equity
- Oracy 
- Attendance 

Situational 
Appropriateness 

- National Apology Day 
- NAIDOC 
- Acknowledgement of 

Country

Voice
- Jarara 
- Elders 
- Student Panel 

Supportive Environment
- Lived experience
- Professional  development

- ATSI Conference 
- Crossing Cultures, 

Hidden History 
- Yellamundie Book Club 

- STEM Project

Systems, Practices, Data for Equity & Outcomes
One path to creating culturally responsive systems is by working at 

systemic reform (Townsend, 2002; Utley & Obiakor, 2000). 

(Leverson, Smith, McIntosh, Rose, & Pinkelman,  2019)



Data for 
Equity and 
Outcomes
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● Personalised Cultural 
Pathways (PCP)

● Enrolments

Data for Equity & Outcomes 
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Data for Equity & Outcomes 
Complex, Chronic, Emerging 

Conducted in 2019 by Wollongong University.  

Reading Data
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Data for Equity & Outcomes
Student Voice

Builds confidence, 
creates connections 

to their  identity. 

Communicates their 
needs and feelings 

to teachers & 
stakeholders

Students gathered 
across NSW to 

share their voice.



Practices for 
Equity and 
Outcomes 
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Practices for Equity & Outcomes 
Basis for Learning & Teaching

Value of culture 
Seek advice and understanding 

Sharing history 
Embedding culture in Curriculum 

Building knowledge 
Forming relationships 

Sense of identity 

Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal coming together 

“Coming together of all cultures, the most important thing about this is we walk 
the same land, we drink the same water and we breathe the same air” 

                                                                                                                                                       Uncle Max Harrison.
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Practices for Equity & Outcomes
 Smoking Ceremony & Acknowledgement of Country 
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“It’s about sitting together in this circle, in our culture, there’s no hierarchy. 
This is a circle of friendship, circle of connection, circle of listening.” 

         Julie Waddell, CSPD Jarara Indigenous Education Unit

Practices for Equity & Outcomes
 Embedding Cultural Norms
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Practices for Equity & Outcomes
Learning & Understanding Culture
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Practices for Equity & Outcomes 
School Totems & Identity 
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- Sustainability 

- Purchasing and releasing eels to support 
the local numbers 

- Clean up and protection of the 3 Sisters 

- Adding native bees to the current garden 

- Cleaning their Totem’s habitat

Practices for Equity &  Outcomes 
Through Actions



Systems for 
Equity and 
Outcomes
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- Spirituality days
- NSW Catholic Schools 

Aboriginal & Torres Strait 
Islander Conference

- Professional Development 
- Cultural immersion for students 

and staff 
- Liaising with community Elders 
- Advise on Aboriginal 

Personalised Learning 
Pathways.

Systems for Equity & Outcomes  
Jarara Cultural Centre Leadership
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Systems for Equity & Outcomes  
STEM Project 

“The Jarara Totem Project 
aims to ensure that as 
Australian citizens, we 
acknowledge and make a 
visible effort to protect, 
respect and advocate for 
the beautiful relationship 
Indigenous people have 
with their land as 
stewards but also with 
their spirituality” added 
Ashyra.
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Systems for Equity & Outcomes
Professional Development 

Yellamundie - Storyteller

“The changes in awareness and attitudes amongst teachers regarding 
student needs and drivers of student behavior concerns is significant in the 

development of inclusive practices.”
Schimke, Krishnamoorthy, Ayre, Berger & Rees, 2022



©2022 Catholic Schools Parramatta Diocese Ltd.

Systems for Equity & Outcomes
Understanding Intergenerational Trauma through PD

“Incorporation of culturally responsive and trauma-informed practices into such 
multi-tiered systems requires capacity building for all school staff to achieve 
effective, school-wide implementation. This includes training, coaching and 

leadership support.” 
Schimke, Krishnamoorthy, Ayre, Berger & Rees, 2022
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“Identified the interconnected domains of connectedness to body, connectedness to 
mind and emotions, connectedness to family and kinship, and connectedness to 

community, culture, spirituality, and country as critically underpinning the Aboriginal 
conceptualization of social and emotional wellbeing.” 

Gee et al  2014

Systems for Equity & Outcomes
Embedding Culture through Curriculum

Social and 
emotional 
wellbeing is a 
concept that 
attempts to 
encompass 
this holistic 
view of health.
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Systems for Equity & Outcomes
Embedding Culture through Curriculum
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Systems for Equity & Outcomes  
Embedding Culture and Making Connections
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Dadirri 
 Connection to SEL, Contemplation & Mindfulness 

“[Dadirri] is in everyone. It is not just an Aboriginal thing.”

— Miriam-Rose Ungunmerr-Baumann, Aboriginal writer

Source: Deep listening (dadirri) - Creative Spirits, retrieved from 
https://www.creativespirits.info/aboriginalculture/education/deep-listening-dadirri

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tow2tR_ezL8
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Where to now… 

● Matrix - including 
community 

● Schools sharing 
experiences 

● Working more closely 
with Community Elders 

● Professional Learning in 
understanding the 8 
ways of learning 
framework 
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The Path Ahead with Barrugin
The echidna tells a story

Community

Schools

Students

Diocese 

Societal

Professional

Personal 

Family

Home
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Jarara Cultural Centre 

Dalmari 

Catherine Mcauley, Westmead 

Emmaus, Kemps Creek 

Holy Family, Emerton 

Holy Family, Granville

Holy Family, Luddenham

St Anthony’s, Girraween

St Agnes, Rooty Hill 

St Canice’s, Katoomba

St Joseph’s, Kingswood 

Credit to our communities
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